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Tout a dejà été éprouvé et expérimenté à mille réprises,
mais souvent sans avoir été dit, ou sans que les paroles
qui le disent subsistent, ou si elles le font, nous soient
intelligibles et nous émeuvent encore. Comme les
nuages dans le ciel vide, nous nous formons et nous
dissipons sur ce fond d'oubli.

Marguerite Yourcenar
Archives du Nord
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Preface

The research on the foundations of probability reported here was part of project 22 – 110 of
the Dutch Foundation for Scientific Research ZWO, whose support is gratefully ackowledged.
Some of the central concerns of this essay took shape in a long afternoon stroll in Salzburg
with Roger Cooke, who also intensely supervised their subsequent development. In spite of
the heat generated by our debates, they have resulted in a state of low entropy in which few
differences of opinion remain.
I owe a special debt to Johan van Benthem, who steered me toward mathematical logic long
ago. The example of his technical acumen and systematic philosophizing has inspired me ever
since. His already overburdened schedule notwithstanding, he took over part of my teaching
duties during the last phase of the writing.
I am grateful to Joop Doorman, whose insistence on a philosophical justification of what was
originally a collection of rather technical results, finally produced Chapter 2.
Lastly, I thank Mike Keane and Guus Balkema for mathematical assistance.
The cover was designed by Hans Sprangers.
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